Weekly Schedule

Wed, Mar 17th (Rowlett) Area Prayer @ Abey & Saji's res. (7 PM)

Thurs Mar 18th (Flower Mound) Ladies Prayer @ Chinamma's res. (7 PM)

Fri, Mar 19th (Mesquite) Fasting prayer @ Babykutty's res (10 AM)

Fri, Mar 19th (Metro) Prayer Meeting @ Metro (7 PM)

Sat, Mar 20th (Metro) Prayer Meeting @ Metro (6:45 PM)

Youth Retreat @ Church of God State Camp
Friday 11 AM - Saturday 5 PM
146 Center Point Road, Weatherford, TX

Fri-Sat, Mar 19-20 (Weatherford)

Prayer for the Nations: Argentina (Latin America)*

e In Throughout most of the 20th century Argentina was badly governed. In the early 80s death
squads targeted anyone opposing the government. Between 10,000 and 30,000 citizens
mysteriously disappeared over 6 years.

e 13 million people live in poverty and 43% of children live below the poverty line.

e 80% of Argentineans are European, so people native to Argentina are actually in the minority.

e Football is Argentina's greatest passion. There are 17 stadiums in the country, most of them big
enough to allow 40,000 fans. Argentinean soccer legend Diego Maradonna has high hopes that
his national team will bring home the World Cup in 2002.

e The Falkland/Malvinas war in 1982 deeply affected the nation and people genuinely began to
turn to God.

e 10% of people in jail have become Christians. Revival in Olmos high security prison has spread
to other prisons.

e There is a spiritual hunger in Argentina. People are turning to God, but many people are also
turning to cults and occults.

e Pray that Argentina’s church leaders would be committed to pursuing unity, personal holiness
and discipleship which develops and releases tomorrow’s leaders.

e Most of the church growth is in the cities. Pray that the Church will have a vision to impact their
communities and do more to address the enormous poverty in the city. Pray that the move of
God will spread into rural areas.

e There are nearly a million university students - many of them living below the poverty line. Pray
for IFES who are working with students on campuses.

e There native Amerindians in the Chaco region have been exploited and oppressed, but some
have become Christians. Pray for their churches, that they would grow as they disciple others.

* http://operationworld.24-7prayer.com/country.php?country_id=4
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March 14, 2010

"The LORD on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than
the mighty waves of the sea. Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness be-
cometh thine house, O Lord, for ever.” (Ps 93:3,4)



Welcome

Reflecting Christ

“Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to all believers in word, in conduct, in
love, in spirit, in faith, in purity” - 1 Tim.4:12

When Paul wrote the letter to Timothy, and encouraged him to “be an example”, Paul was
really telling Timothy to model or “reflect” Christ through his life. Not only that, Paul’'s ex-
hortation was for Timothy to reflect Christ to “all believers”. Many times our emphasis is
to show the world that we are Christians, but we tend to ignore the fact we have an obli-
gation to reflect Christ to our fellow believers. The letter to Timothy is kind of like one of
those “leadership” books that are so popular these days because Paul is mentoring Timo-
thy to be a strong, influential and effective leader for the church of Christ. Leadership is
most effective when one is seen as a person worthy of following within his or her realm of
influence. In other words, if Timothy was not respected within the church, then his effec-
tiveness outside the church would be limited. Thus we understand why Paul encouraged
Timothy to reflect Christ to all believers.

If we are able to reflect Christ to believers, then there is credibility to our testimony.
From Paul’s emphasis given here, he is not worried about what the world thinks, because
his experience was that the world thought believers were lunatics, but he wants Timothy
(and that includes each of us) to live life in such a manner that we are not despised
(disrespected) among the believers. Let’'s realize that what our individual churches thinks
or perceives of us is, in fact, important.

Let’s take it a step further. Paul tells Timothy to reflect Christ and be the kind of leader
that others (especially believers) would follow. When you reflect Christ in your life, then
others will take note and will want what you have.

In this passage, Paul explicitly calls out specific characteristics or areas of life where Timo-
thy is to reflect Christ:

In word: I believe there is a two fold lesson here. Believers are to become knowledge-
able in the Word of God, and what comes out of the mouth of believers should glorify God.

In conduct: You heard the expression “actions speak louder than words”. Our reflection
of Christ “in word” needs to be put into action through our lifestyle, our relationships, and
our behavior.

In Love: I Corinthians 13 states that we can do many things to glorify God, but if it is not
backed by love, it becomes worthless. Our conduct needs the love of God as its founda-
tion to be consequential and meaningful.

In spirit: many of the older manuscripts do not have “in spirit” but the underlying signifi-
cance of this characteristic is to have a zeal for what you do (Eccl 9:10 “Whatever your
hand finds to do, do it with all your might...”) Don't just do things out of an obligatory
sense of duty or do things half heartedly, but as you reflect Christ through your life to
others, do it with zeal. Do it because it is an overflow and an extension of the love of
Christ from your heart. Go the extra mile, if needed.
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In faith: As you put into practice those previous characteristics, you may not see tangible
evidence of your effectiveness. The fruits of your labors may still be taking root in the
ground. You may ask, I am sacrificing the pleasures of this world (Heb 11:25,26), but what
do I gain? Paul is encouraging Timothy to walk by “faith” than by sight. Continue to reflect
Christ, others will follow, lives will be changed because the character of Christ is being
manifested...how could one not be touched?

In purity: Finally, we must realize, and not take it lightly, that our God is holy. “God is
light; in Him there is no darkness at all” (I John 1:5). We may know the bible well, we may
be acting with zeal and in love, and walking by faith, but if behind it all we are harboring
sin, then we are not truly reflecting Christ, because He is the “lamb without blemish and
without spot” (I Pet 1:19). Let us reflect Christ in all areas of our lives, both external and
internal. Heb 12:14 states, “holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord”. Let’s live
in purity so that we may stand in the presence of God and not loose the testimony we have
among the believers.

Let me conclude with a powerful statement by Paul found in Philippians 3:17 “Join with oth-
ers in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the
pattern we gave you.” We know that Paul was a very passionate regarding his faith and
his life was a wonderful reflection of Christ. Paul was so confident of his new found life in
Christ that he tells others to follow his example and follow his pattern. It almost sounds
arrogant on Paul’s part to say follow “my example” versus follow Jesus’ example, but Paul
was so surrounded and imbedded in Jesus that he was confident his example was worth
following. Let us ask the Holy Spirit to work in us to achieve such confidence and maturity
in Christ that our life is worth following by others.

It is important to note that all these areas of our lives where we need to reflect Christ can-
not be done by our strength. This exhortation from Paul is not meant for unbelievers be-
cause there is no way they can apply it without Christ living in them. As we allow the new
life we have in Christ to take dominance by the working of the Holy Spirit, then we are truly
able to Reflect Christ!

-Abie



