Weekly Schedule

Fri, Aug 27th (Mesquite) Fasting Prayer @ Parsonage (10 AM)

PYCD Conference @ Sharon Fellowship

Fri (7 PM) and Sat (6:30 PM)

940 Barnes Bridge Rd, Mesquite, TX 75150

Fri & Sat, Aug 27-28 (Mesquite)

PYCD Combined Sunday Service (9 AM)
Eisemann Center
2351 Performance Drive, Richardson, TX

Sun, Aug 29th (Richardson)

Fri, Sept 3rd (Mesquite) Fasting Prayer @ Parsonage (10 AM)

Sat, Sept 4th (Metro) Prayer Meeting @ Metro (7 PM)

Prayer for the Nations: Peru (Latin America)*

e Since gaining independence from Spain in 1824, Peru has had a long history of
dictatorships and military rule. Terrorism and civil war ripped through the country during
the '80s.

e The small elite of Spanish descendants still retain a strong hold on most the countries
power and money.

e Over 40% of the population live in extreme poverty.

e The Catholic Church is powerful and able to discriminate against non-Catholics through
charging them more for taxes and education.

e In 1989 a National Prayer Movement was launched to pray for Peru - terrorist leaders
were captured in 1992 and many people became Christians! Pray that the passion for
prayer that can change a country would continue to spread across Peru.

e During the '80s evangelical church leaders were seen as a threat by both terrorists and
the army - hundreds were martyred and imprisoned. Throughout this persecution the
church grew - pray that they would continue to disciple many new Christians.

e The war has left hundreds of widows and thousands of children orphaned.

e Among the tribal Quecha people the church is growing because is truly indigenous - their
cultural identity is expressed in their worship and Christian community. Pray that as more

read the Bible in their own language they would understand the love and grace of God for
them.

* http://operationworld.24-7prayer.com/country.php?country_id=193
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August 22, 2010

"The LORD reigneth; let the people tremble: he sitteth between the
cherubims; let the earth be moved. The LORD is great in Zion; and he is
high above all the people.” (Ps 99:1,2)



Welcome

" but the righteous shall live by his faith” (Hab. 2: 4; Rom 1: 17; Gal 3: 11; Heb
10: 38)

Praise the Lord as we celebrate yet another day of the glorious victory of our Lord
over the powers of death and sin. In deed this is the day that the Lord has made
and we should be glad in it.

These words have been immortalized in the hearts of the faithful because this was
the battle cry of the Reformation. Ever since then, this has come to characterize
the one and only resource that is available for the godly in times of great distress
and trouble. Even today it holds true for any child of God who has come to depend
on the Lord unreservedly.

It is indeed true that the righteous has great potential in his ‘faith’ because it has
been granted to him by the Lord. Since, faith itself is a gift from the Lord we can
rest assured that faith shall never let us down. In Hebrews the writer adds that
when the righteous is unable to trust and live by his faith, the Lord is not pleased
with him. When he steps backward, the Lord is not pleased in him. In other words
unbelief brings displeasure to God. This unbelief is characterized in some of the
words that we use when we are confronted with believing what the Lord says and
the reality that is out before us.

These words do not speak of faith but they are words of unbelief. We may see the
use of these words in the book of Numbers chapter 13 and 14. These words are
‘but’ 'if” and ‘why’.

We know the context of Numbers chapter 13 and 14. Moses had send 12 people
representing the 12 tribes as the people waited at Kadesh Barnea to spy the land
of Canaan. It was primarily a task to understand the topography of the land and
also to assuage the strength and weakness of the inhabitants. They were also told
to bring back some of the produce of the land for the people to see that indeed the
land promised by the Lord flowed with milk and honey or simply to speak that it
was indeed fruitful and abundant. The spies did what they were told and they came
back with a report of what they had seen and encountered.

All the spies agreed on one significant detail that the land was indeed a prosperous
land and the Israelite were indeed blessed to have it. “"But” there was a problem.
We see this word in Num 13: 28. Some translations have it as however. This was
the roadblock that the ten spies brought. They said in unison that the inhabitants
of the land were powerful and strong and huge and thus the Israelite could not de-
feat them any way. By choosing the word “but” they questioned the ‘power’ of God.
They failed to realize that the Lord God with them is far greater and powerful than
any enemy they have faced thus far. They allowed the shadow of unbelief to be
cast over the past historical deliverances of the Lord.

Sermon Notes

In Numbers 14: 2 and 3 they used yet another word "“if” by stating that it would
have been good if they had been slain in Egypt itself. By stating thus they ques-
tioned the perfect goodness of the Lord God. The Lord knew what was best for them
and what they needed the most. But now by saying this they are questioning his
good intentions for them. They failed to see the goodness of the Lord and the land
that he was giving them as inheritance. They saw Egypt more good than the prom-
ised land. We too many a times allow the fleeting pleasure of this world to outshine
the glory of the eternal age.

Thirdly, they used the word “why” in Numbers 14: 3 by asking, what was the whole
purpose of them coming into the wilderness and this close to Canaan only to be
killed by the sword? By asking this way they questioned the wisdom of God for their
lives. They failed to appreciate the wisdom of God which leads to life. They failed to
see the all wise God guiding and leading them all through these years. In many
ways they are just like us.

Many a times this is what we also do. We are called believers but we fail to live up
to faith. We use many vocabularies like ‘but’ ‘if’ and ‘why’ which questions the
power, goodness and wisdom of God for our lives. We tend to think that we are
smarter than God and can fix our problems. But such words bring the displeasure of
God and it is time that we realize our faults and continue to live a life of faith in the
power, goodness and wisdom of God.

In Christ Alone,

Pastor Satish Kumar



